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PLEASE NOTE: Interest in quality bathrooms—and 
especially tico of them—will be stronger than ever during 


this year’s National Home Week. 


REASON: Colorful new bathrooms are a major factor in 
making people dissatisfied with their old homes—and in 
stimulating their interest in new ones. 


Briggs Beautyware provides the design, the color and the 


features that are most appealing to your customers. 


(nd you can capitalize on this famous brand-name product 
by displaying the Briggs Beautyware bronze plaque during 
National Home Week. This attractive plaque is available 
with your name imprinted at no cost from your local Briggs 
representative or from 

Briggs Manufacturing Co., 300 Buhl Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 


Two Bathrooms of 
Briggs Beautyware 
—New Pattern 

for Today’s Living 
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CONGRESSMEN ARE NOT ARCHITECTS 


We devote a considerable amount of space this issue to the controversy 
over the Air Force Academy architectural design, because it involves a basic 


and extremely important principle. 


That principle is: the design of a building should be left in the hands of 
the appropriate persons, the designated architects and engineers as profes- 


sionals, and the client. 


In the words of the Denver Post, architecture, like jet plane design, should 


be left in the hands of specialists. `“ 
this act." 


Congress has no business trying to get into 


Officials of American Institute of Architects saw a situation developing in 


which a fundamental professional principle was under attack. For this reason, 
the Institute came to the defense of an individual firm, in what was an unusual 
and precedent-setting move. The reason was plain: the entire profession was in 
а sense under attack. And the attack was not in the nature of constructive, 
above-board criticism. Much of it was obviously originated by a small, dis- 
gruntled minority and by those with special interests. 

The TEXAS ARCHITECT views with real satisfaction the nationwide response 
in support of the AIA position, the vote of the Senate to restore Air Force Acad- 
emy construction funds, an appropriation of $20,000,000 to get construction 
underway, and indications that the entire matter has been favorably settled 
in Congress. 


Ы А President's Latter 


By 
Grayson Gill 
TSA-AIA 


President, 
Texas Society 
of Architects 


It is gratifying to note that the 
Senate has voted to restore the full 
$79 million appropriation for the Air 
Force Academy, and a joint conference 
group has actually provided $20 mil- 
lion to get construction underway, after 
a controversy that involved a funda- 
mental principle of the architectural 
profession. 

In brief, Congressmen attempted to 
take the design of the Air Force Acad- 
emy away from the designated archi- 
tects and engineers and the client, the 
Air Force itself. This followed upon 
what appears to have been some high- 
level lobbying, plus disgruntled com- 
ments by a well-known architect who 
is famed for his love of publicity and 
ability to engender controversy. 

Public opinion, well directed by 
statements from spokesmen for the 
Атегіссп Institute of Architects, helped 
to get this situation in true perspective. 
One cannot deny Congress the right 
to investigate carefully whatever in- 
volves the expenditure of public funds, 
and particularly anything as important 
as a permanent home for the Air 
Force Academy. But when Congressmen 
attempt to dictate decisions best left 
to specialists, it is another matter. 
Architectural design is most certainly 
an area of special knowledge to be 
handled by professionals. 

Influential newspapers including the 
Denver Post, New York Herald-Tribune, 
San Francisco Chronicle and Boston 
Herald helped greatly in clarifying the 
situation with soundly-written editorials. 
The Air Force itself aided most consid- 
erably with statements in support of the 
AIA position. 

The Texas Society of Architects takes 
this opportunity to congratulate the 
AIA most heartily, on its sound and 
ethical handling of this entire matter. 
It was not that the AIA wished to come 
to the defense of any particular design 
or firm of architects. The upholding of 
a fundamental principle affecting not 
only architecture but many other ave- 
nues of professional life was the issue. 
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Warren, Knight & Davis, Birmingham, architects 


Design Distinctive Buildings for any purpose with 


= 


You can design buildings of distinction for any 
purpose with architectural concrete. It is ideal for 
the functional demands of an industrial plant and 
equally adaptable to the aesthetic requirements 

a graceful church, an imposing public building 


бап attractive commercial structure. 


Architectural concrete is a versatile structural 
material. You can use it to express any of the tra- 
ditional designs. You'll also find it well-suited to 
contemporary style. It allows unusual freedom in 
design. It possesses tremendous strength and du- 
rability, yet it can be cast in a limitless variety ol 
shanes and patterns to reproduce the authentic 


style and details of any architectural period. 


D. П. Grootenboer, Williamsport, а 


Architectural concrete buildings can meet the 
highest standards for structural strength, durabil- 
ity and firesafety. They afford maximum resistance 
to storms, earthquakes and atomic blasts. Low in 
first cost, concrete structures give years of service 
with little maintenance. Budget-minded building 


owners know that means low annual cost. 


For information about designing architectural 
concrete structures, write for free literature. It is 


distributed only in the United States and Canada. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
114 East Eighth Street, Austin 1, Texas 


A notional organization to improve ond extend the uses of portland cement 


and concrete...through scientific research and engineering field work 


il store, La Crosse, Wis. 
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t, Schubert & Sorensen, La Crosse, architects 


AIA Stand In Air Academy 
Controversy Widely Applauded 


The stand taken by the American In- 
stitute of Architects in the controversy 
over the design of the various buildings 
for the proposed Air Force Academy 
near Colorado Springs, Colo., has been 
widely applauded by Air Force offi- 
cials, leading newspapers and maga- 
zines, professional groups and many 
segments of the general public. 

The controversy arose when a small 
group of Congressmen criticized the 
preliminary design for the Academy, 
by the well-known architectural firm of 
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill. Later, an 
individual architect who in no way rep- 
resents either the AIA, the architectural 
profession in general, or a sizable seg- 
ment of the profession, chose to criti- 
cize the preliminary design before a 
subcommittee of the House Committee 
on Appropriations. It is reported that 
the architect in question had sought 
the commission to design the Air Force 
Academy but that he withdrew his ap- 
plication before final consideration was 
given to applicants. 

Subsequently, 
House members continued, particularly 


criticism by a few 
within the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee. At the same time, certain lobby- 
ing interests in Washington intensified 
а campaign against the preliminary 
designs. The House of Representatives 
then voted to withhold funds for con- 
struction of the Air Force Academy. 


Fundamental Principle Involved 
The Institute had been watching the 


entire situation very carefully, because 
a fundamental principle was involved. 
The Institute's purpose in entering the 
controversy was to endeavor to have 
responsibility for the design of the 
Academy left in the hands of the ap- 
propriate persons — the designated 
architects and engineers as profession- 
als, and the U. S. Air Force as the 
client. The AIA does not believe that 
the design of public buildings can be 
dictated by Congress, by uninformed 
persons, or by those with an ax to 
grind the best interests of the public, 
the architectural profession, or clients 
in general are to be saved 

In the words of the Denver Post:— 
“Architecture, like jet plane design, 
should be left to specialists. Congress 
has no business trying to get into this 
act." 

Therefore, the Senate and 
House asked that AIA representatives 


when 
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| DONT KNOW ANYTHING 
i ABOUT 


ARCHITECTURE, 
BuT 1 KNoW 


Cartoon by Bastian, San Francisco Chronicle. Reprinted through the courtesy 
of that newspaper. 


appear before appropriations commit- 
tees, AIA President George Bain Cum- 
mings and Executive Director Edmund 
R. Purves represented the Institute be- 
fore the Senate group. Mr. Purves ap- 
peared alone before the House com- 
mittee in a meeting arranged on short 
notice after Mr. Cummings had left the 
capital. In both the appearances, the 
Air Force read into the record a state- 
ment issued by Mr. Purves on behalf of 
the AIA Board of Directors. 

As a result of the hearings, and the 
nationwide indication of opinion favor- 
ing the position of the AIA and the Air 
Force, the Senate has voted to restore 
the entire $79,000,000 for Academy 
construction withheld by the House. It is 
expected that after discussion in joint 
conference similar action will be taken 
in the House. In the meantime House- 
Senate conferees have voted $20,- 
000,000 so that the project can begin. 

Following are some letters, quota- 
tions and editorials indicating how 
widely the AIA position was applaud- 
ed: 

"I take this opportunity to thank you 
for your most unbiased statement on 
behalf of the Board of Directors of the 
American Institute of Architects con- 
cerning the Air Force Academy design. 


“We believe that we have probably 
as able a group of architects and engi- 
neers as has ever been assembled in a 
building enterprise. | have confidence 
that these men will present for our ap- 
proval the most appropriate buildings 
possible for our Air Force Academy. 

The excellent approach you have 
taken and your support on this most 
controversial matter is gratifying." — 
Harold E. Talbott, Secretary of the Air 
Force. 

“We would like to repeat again our 
sincere appreciation of the outstanding 
job accomplished by you, George Cum- 
mings, and the Institute in connection 
with the Air Force Academy matter. 

“Starting with the statement of the 
Board of Directors followed 
through by your personal appearance 
with Mr. Cummings at the Senate and 
House Appropriations Committee meet- 


and 


ings, the whole matter was handled 
with professional dignity and, at the 
same time, with vigorous and prompt 
action. 

“We think a number of the members 
of Congress left the meetings with a 
much better appreciation of the work 
of the Institute, and the ethical and 
professional practice of architecture 

(Continued on Page 12) 


Veterans 
Administration Hospital 
Little Rock, Arkansas 


War Department 
Corps of Engineers 


Architects-Engineers : 
Erhart, Eichenbaum & 
Rauch and Brueggeman, 
Swoim & Allen 


General Contractors: 
Patti-MacDonald-Manhattan 


Vocational School 
John С. Christensen, Architect 


Where beauty, light and cleanliness 

are as important as durability, you'll 

find ARCHITECTURAL TERRA COTTA used for 
facing exteriors and interiors of modern 
buildings. The original beauty of this quality 
ceramic product remains unchanged 
throughout the years. 


No other building material offers 


Architectural Terra Cotta 


and 


Coromic, Veneer 


such plasticity of form, texture and color. 
Its versatility gives you complete 

creative freedom . . . you can specify sculpture 
or plain surfaces in a wide range of colors. 
Simplest of all building materials 

to clean . . . soap and water washings 


retains the original richness and 


beauty indefinitely 


Advice on preliminary sketches, construction 
details, color somples and estimates will be 
furnished without charge. Write for data today. 


GREAT SOUTHERN SUPPLY 


P. O. ВОХ 14307 + 6003 MURPHY AVENUE 
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HOUSTON 21, TEXAS 
Telephone: OLIVE 0655 
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“At Home With Architecture” 
To Be Introduced in Texas 


The long-awaited project of intro- 
ducing the AlA-sponsored publication 
“At Home With Architecture" to se- 
lected school systems in Texas is about 
to become a reality. Few activities of 
the TSA have engendered greater in- 
terest and enthusiasm by architects and 
educators alike. 

Essentially, ‘А+ Home With Architec- 
ture" is a manual of suggestions for 
teachers for the presentation of archi- 
tecture in the primary, elementary and 
junior high school years. It in no way 
conflicts with the regular curriculum 
of these years but is a valuable com- 
plement to learning in all studies, since 
architecture touches upon so many of 
them. It provides the teacher with a 
tool to enrich her teaching projects in 
art, social studies, etc., with a fund of 
cultural information not found in ready, 
usable form in any other publication. 


TSA Making Pilot Test 

The Texas Society of Architects is 
indeed fortunate to have been permit- 
ted to make the pilot test of this book 
for evaluation before it is released na- 
tionally. We are even more fortunate 
to have the full cooperation of the 
Texas Education Agency, whose offi- 
cials studied the manual in manuscript 
form and offered constructive sugges- 
tions as to the means of introducing 
the book to representative Texas school 
systems. 

“At Home with Architecture" will be 
used and evaluated 
major school systems in the state, and 
also in a small and in a medium-sized 
system. It will further be distributed to 
all schools of education at Texas col- 


in one of the 


leges and universities. 

The important evaluation by teachers 
using “At Home With Architecture" 
will be to determine if the manual 
achieves its general objectives, which 
are. 


General Objectives 


“To help the student .. . 
© observe the architecture that is 
all around him. 
understand the influences that 
tradition, culture, weather and 


and better health. 
* recognize the best in design 
and decoration. 


è explain how architecture meets 
man's needs." 


The introduction states in part: ‘The 
values of good architecture are all 
around us. Architecture is the expres- 
sion of a civilization through the me- 
dium of building. We are born in archi- 
tecture and live most of our lives in it. 
Our 


museums — reflecting in their skylines 


cities are, in fact, architectural 
the use of materials, light and space. 
Schools, libraries, stores, gynasiums — 
every type of structure in our communi- 
ties is the product of the architect's 
art and science. Architecture is — in 
fact — a creative force for America's 
tomorrow. And tomorrow's adults need 
to understand a respect for order and 
the need for living freedom which is 
at the very basis of good design — 
whether we are talking about the de- 


sign of a cottage or a skyscraper.” 


This introduction perhaps best ex- 
plains why it is so important that this 
material be made available to out- 
standing teachers in the Texas school 
systems for inclusion in their teaching 
projects. 


Texas Education Agency Help Invaluable 
The assistance of Dr. J. W. Edgar, 
commissioner, and Dr. Lee Wilborn, as- 
sistant commissioner, has been and will 
continue to be invaluable to the TSA 
in providing much needed recommen- 
dations. The staff of the University of 
Texas School of Education promises to 
be a prime source of comment on an 
evaluation procedure for the manual. 
The author of At Home With Archi- 
tecture" is Anson Campbell, public re- 
lations consultant to the AIA. He has 
received guidance and assistance from: 
Helen Cabot Miles, National Art Edu- 
cation Association, Newtonville, Mass.; 
Alfred Howell, directing supervisor of 
art, Cleveland Board of Education; 
Mary Adeline McKibbin, director of art, 
Pittsburgh Public Schools; Rosemary 
Beymer, director of art, Kansas City, 
Mo., public schools; William E. Lloyd, 
National Education Association, Wash- 
ington, О. C.; Ida May Anderson, Su- 
pervisor of Art Direction, Los Angeles 
City Board of Education; Edith Henry, 
Teachers College, Columbia University; 
Lyle W. Ashby, N.E.A.; Elizabeth Graf, 
director, section on elementary educa- 
tion, Pittsburgh public schools; Wilhel- 
mina Hill, specialist for social science, 


(Continued on page 15) 


Houston Award of Merit Winner 
The Durham Clinic at 411 West 20th in Houston, designed by George 
Pierce and Abel B. Pierce, TSA-AIA of Houston, won an Award of Merit in the 
1955 Honor Awards Competition of the Houston Chapter, AIA. 


the habits of man have had on 
the history of architecture. 

understand how better archi- 
tecture leads to better living 
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New Decorative Center In Dallas 
Emphasizes Importance Of Architecture 


The Decorative Center, part of which 
has just opened in Dallas, will present 
to the Southwest an accessible head- 
quarters of leading lines of furniture, 
fabrics, and home furnishings accesso- 
ries. For the first time the Southwest 
will have a merchandise mart opera- 
tion for these lines similar to those in 
other major cities. 

The Center is of importance architec- 
turally because it involved the solution 
of several unusual problems in design, 
materials and construction, and be- 
cause it represents a trend toward mak- 
ing furniture, fabrics, and accessories 
available in one central location. 

At least nine lines represented have 
never before been housed in show- 
rooms in Dallas. Show space for other 
lines represented have heretofore been 
scattered throughout the city. Show- 
rooms in the projected six buildings 
within the Center will now be within 
walking distance instead of miles apart 
in different parts of the city. 


Nine Acres in Size 

The compact nine acres of the Cen- 
ter at Oak Lawn, Slocum Street and Hi- 
Line Drive will be a nucleus of design 
contribution to decorative trades, since 
all tenants’ lines are of national lead- 
ership stature. 

Building A will house, among others, 
Baker, Widdicomb, Richard Wheel- 
wright, Caro & Upright, John Scalia- 
Schmieg & Kotzian, Jack Lenor Larsen, 
Paul Newberg, Clark & Burchfield, and 
Herman Miller. Building B will house, 
among others, Kittinger, Molla, F. Schu- 
macher, Waverly, J. H. Thorp, E. C. 
Carter, Wycombe, Meyer, and Payne 
& Company. Buildings A and B were 
formally opened September 6. 

Showrooms will be open to archi- 
tects, interior and industrial designers 
and retailers of home furnishings, all 
of whom are expected to visit Dallas in 
greater number since facilities will 
greatly increase convenience and save 
time. Visual planning by prospective 
buyers will be emphasized at the Cen- 
ter. There will be space enough to dis- 
play the major portion of units making 
up each line. 


Old River Bed Avoided 


Surmounting what he termed “опе 
of the biggest obstacles in planning the 
project," Jacob E. Anderson, member 


New Decorative Center In Dallas 


A separate unit in the Trinity Industrial District of Dallas will be The Decorative Center, 
shown here in architect's perspective. Foreground is Slocum Street, to the right is Hi-Line 
Drive, and at the opposite end from Slocum is Oak Lawn. Originally the nine-acre property 
was traversed by Trinity River. The river bed will become a sunken garden beyond the building 
in right foreground. Building B, left foreground, and Building A, right foreground, were for- 


mally opened on September 6. 


of the American Institute of Architects, 
and architect on the Decorative Center, 
located and scaled buildings to avoid 
the old Trinity River bed which origin- 
ally ran diagonally through the center 
of the property. Buildings hug corners 
of the property. The former river bed, 
filled in completely, will be marked by 
one edge of Building C and by a 
sunken garden. 

Buildings will face іп courtyard 
fashion, further accenting the integral 
nature of the Center. 

The control of sun on showroom 
glass fronts is solved by upright fins 
or baffles of Haydite concrete which 
stand like giant louvers beyond build- 
ing fronts. The space between building 
fronts and louvers is a covered walk- 
way or arcade. Louvers reach tall to 
share the roof with each building, and 
have walk-through Horizontal 
members between louvers create a pat- 
tern in the sunlight. Upright louvers 
lend unity of appearance to building 
facades, masking individualized win- 
dow displays. 


space. 


Impression of Greenness 
Landscaping effects by Arthur and 
Marie Merger will emphasize the unity 
of buildings by giving the eye an im- 
pression of greenness within the center 
itself. Native trees, grassy areas, indi- 


vidual foliage gardens and climbing 
vines on concrete louvers will extend 
green detail. 

Ease in reaching the Center and 
maximum accommodation figured 
heavily in Center planning. 


Within five minutes from downtown 
Dallas, the Center will be one block 
from Stemmons Expressway, a part of 
U. $. Highway 77 due for completion 
in 1956. Automobile entrances on each 
bordering street will lead to parking 
facilities for 500 cars within the Center 
proper. 


All ground-floor entrances to build- 
ings congestion. 
Buildings with 
acoustic ceilings. The Center has an 
RCA music system, and the buildings 
include a tearoom and private club. 


eliminate elevator 


are air-conditioned 


Trammell Crow and L. Storey Stem- 
mons are developers of the Center; 
McFadden & Miller, contractors; and 
William Campbell Jr., leasing agent. 


The advantages of the Center to 
Texas include those of increase in na- 
tional trade traffic and enrichment of 
design standards. It is important to 
note the key role which achitecture 
played throughout in the development 
of the Decorative Center as a new con- 
cept in marketing and home furnishing. 
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Why Study Architecture? 


By David D. Red, Professor of Architecture, 


School of Architecture, 


Editor's Note: Beginning with this 
issue, the TEXAS ARCHITECT will pre- 
sent a series of articles on various as- 
pects of architectural education, by 
faculty members of the five architec- 
tural schools in the state. The opinions 
advanced in these articles are those 
of the individual schools and authors 
involved, and do not necessarily re- 
flect the opinions of either the Texas 
Society of Architects or of the TEXAS 
ARCHITECT. 


The Methods 

There are two methods used to sat- 
isfy the needs of humanity through the 
use of buildings. One of these methods 
is the Arbitrary Method which adopts 
function to the structure. The other de- 
termines first the function and then 
adopts the structure to that function. 
This is the Analytic Method. 


Historical Background 

Both methods are found throughout 
history and originated with primitive 
men. The cave dwellers, the first inhabi- 
tants of living abodes, gave up the 
ways of the nomad and became set- 
tled; their mode of living was changed; 
they adopted themselves to living in 
caves. This is the Arbitrary Method. The 
American Indian, however, by stretch- 
ing skin over poles tied together at one 
end, made a Teepee. The Teepee was 
easy to erect and easy to move from 
place to place; it suited the mode of 
living of the Indian. The Teepee is a 
structure which was adopted to the 
nomadic life of the Indian. This is the 
Analytic Method. 

The evolution of buildings is an in- 
teresting study. We find one genera- 
tion producing new materials and new 
methods based on the technology and 
economics of the era. When these new 
materials and new methods are incor- 
porated into a building it results in 
what we call a Style. The better Styles 
аге a result of the Analytic Method. 
We also find during the same era that 
the old methods and materials are still 
used and fostered. This is the Arbitrary 
Method. Naturally there is a clash of 
ideologies. 


The Compromise 

Alexander Pope in his Essay On Crit- 
icism, states, ‘‘Be not the first by whom 
the new is tried, nor yet the last to lay 
the old aside." Architecturally speaking 
this is asking much and is not easy. The 
Compromise is fraught with confusion. 
So it is with Architecture. 

The Southern Colonial style, with 
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University of Houston 

porches of copied classic columns, was 
the result of an economic system with 
many servants and with wealthy sons 
who studied in Europe, returning to 
build in a semi-tropical climate which 
demanded wide overhangs. We find 
today that the Southern Colonial is be- 
ing crammed on small city lots. The 
candles have been replaced with light 
globes that look like candles. The ser- 
vants have been replaced with gadgets 
and the whole house is air-condition- 
ed. This is not an easy thing to do. It 
requires patience and much study to 
make a compromise meet all the re- 
quirements. It would be much easier to 
duplicate the Southern Colonial as it 
was, using the Arbitrary Method, or to 
build anew using the Analytic Method. 

The Arbitrary Method 

The Arbitrary Method is the easiest 
method of building and is the safest. 

It has proven itself. 

“If it was good enough for Uncle 
Dud, it’s good enough for me." 

“If it has stood the test of time it 
must be good.” 

“I want one just like the one down 
the street.” 

These expressions are the result of a 
quality—and cost—conscious buying 
public educated in the ways of mass 
production. For the person who cannot 
visualize, or cannot use his imagina- 
tion, must have something that he can 
see and feel. If he likes it, he buys it; 
if he does not like it he leaves it. This is 
a very real thing to the person who is 
buying or investing. It is one of the 
keys to the home-building industry. If 
a home is geared to the rapid strides 
that are taking place in mass-produced 
products, it becomes speculative and 
the developer, unless he knows what 
he is doing, is apt to be a loser. This 
is all the more reason to rely on the 
Arbitrary Method; the product has been 
sold for a profit, here are the draw- 
ings, here is the cost analysis and it 
can be duplicated. 

The Arbitrary Method is becoming 
one of the distinguishing features of 
the Twentieth Century's mass produc- 
tion technology. The machine and au- 
tomation are producing materials in 
standard patterns and pieces. These 
products are fastened together produc- 
ing masses which are to be used in a 
could-be manner. ‘‘It could be used for 
a lot of things.” An example of this is 


the Quonset Hut which was the answer 
to the Army's needs during the war. It 
served very well the original need for 
which it was intended, however we find 
that it is now housing Hamburger 
Stands and Cow Stalls. The Arbitrary 
Method can utilize the unlimited possi- 
bilities of engineering developments if 
future builders are trained in technol- 
ogy and engineering. 

The Arbitrary Method is part of our 
Architectural heritage. The Basilica 
plan for churches can be traced to the 
Basilica of Trajan in Rome. This build- 
ing was built originally as a building 
to house the tribunal and assessors of 
the Roman practice of law and busi- 
ness. The Christian Church occupied the 
building and instituted its services to 
suit the building. This is the Arbitrary 
Method. There have been attempts to 
break away from the Basilica plan, but 
it is still the plan most used for church 
buildings today. 

The Arbitrary Method is little con- 
cerned with the function of the build- 
ing, other than to enclose space or to 
duplicate; the structure is the impor- 
tant part. 

The Analytic Method 

The Analytic Method is concerned 
with the use of space, and the proper 
enclosure for that space. This requires 
an analysis of the space requirements 
such as: 

How many beds are required for a 
hospital and what equipment is needed 
to service those beds? 

How many pupils from a community 
use the school? This would determine 
the number of rooms. What method of 
teaching is used? This would determine 
the shape and exposure for the class 
room. 

After the space requirements are de- 
termined, then the enclosure is chosen 
to admit light and ventilation and to 
exclude the unwanted elements such 
as rain and wind. A structural system is 
chosen to best solve the space require- 
ments and the enclosure requirements. 
The Analytic Method requires a mature 
understanding of the entire building in- 
dustry, as well as an understanding of 
sociology, psychology and the other 
human aspects of life. 

The Building Industry 

Everyone who builds is creating 
Architecture. It makes little difference 
what method he uses, but the methods 
do point out the need for study in the 
areas mentioned. 

The Developer, Speculative Home 

(Continued on Page 12) 


Central Texas Chapter History 
Includes 50c Dinners of Long Ago 


By Goldwin Goldsmith, FAIA-TSA 


So far as is known Hugo F. Kuehne 
was the first AIA member in Austin. He 
became a member in 1917, 
years after starting the Department of 
Architecture at the University of Texas. 
Later Professor Samuel Gideon came 
to the University as an Institute mem- 
ber. About the same time the Page 
brothers, Louis and Charles, began 
practice in Austin. Then Robert Leon 
White came to the University, after 
working with architects in San Antonio, 
and George Walling, who seems to 
have commuted between Austin and 
Washington, D. C., where he is now. 
All of these joined the Institute at va- 


a few 


rious times up to 1930. 

In 1928 Professors Walter T. Rolfe 
and Goldwin Goldsmith, who became 
А.1.А. members іп 1925 and 1911 re- 
spectively came to the University and 
there were nine Institute members in 
Austin, about half of them practicing 
and half on the University faculty. 

All of the Austin members of AIA. 
were assgined to the West Texas Chap- 
ter in San Antonio. At that time there 
were only three Texas chapters, cen- 


tered at Dallas, Houston and San An- 
tonio. It was a long and rather arduous 
trip to San Antonio over the old nar- 
row and twisting highway and the Aus- 
tin members were usually content to at- 
tend only the annual meeting of the 
West Texas Chapter. But they felt the 
need to get together and talk over in- 
stitute matters more often, and around 
1932 they organized the Austin Branch 
of the West Texas Chapter and began 
adding more members. At last, tiring 
of the 100-mile night journey, they ap- 
plied for a charter as the Central Texas 
Chapter. Unfortunately, due to the di- 
vision of the state between the three 
existing chapters, all of the counties 
naturally considered the Austin area 
were part of the West Texas Chapter 
district. Application for the charter, 
specifying the desired area, 
thoughtlessly made without asking for 
the consent of the West Texas Chapter 
from which these counties would be 
taken, and for a short time there was 
some hard feeling. 


was 


“Damycnkee"’ Goldsmith Is Peacemaker 


To allay this, a committee of three 


was appointed to visit San Antonio and 
try to adjust the oversight. Although the 
committee drove down together, Pro- 
fessor Goldsmith, a damyankee, com- 
paratively new to this group of Texans, 
was the only member of the committee 
to keep the appointment and spent a 
rather uncomfortable afternoon. Per- 
haps it is not wise to remind the San 
Antonio chapter almost 25 years later 
of this sore spot, which is probably en- 
tirely forgotten by them. 


Charter Granted in 1938 


The Central Texas Chapter began 
with a practice of holding dinner meet- 
ings monthly with the Chapter paying 
for the meal. There was one year when 
this was dropped. The result was a cut 
of more than one-half in attendance 
and the former practice was renewed, 
restoring the size of the meetings. 

These dinners held at the University 
Commons, served the members a really 
good meal for fifty cents! As dues were 
but five dollars a year the treasurer 
was thankful that the entire member- 
ship was not present at every meeting. 
It is only recently that members have 
felt that they could afford to pass up 
an occasional dinner! 

At the time the charter was granted, 


in October, 1938, Arthur Fehr was 
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chapter president. The TSA was to be 
organized eight months later in a me- 
morable meeting at the Driskell Hotel 
in Austin. 


At the suggestion of Arthur Fehr the 
president for the first full year of chap- 
ter existence was Professor Goldsmith, 
who later served as secretary-treasurer 
during World War 11 until those mem- 
bers who were in the army were able 
to return. This was a difficult financial 
period, but the treasurer charged the 
absentees one dollar a year to cover 
the postage on meeting notices and 
“The Paragraph," a document written 
usually by Professor Rolfe. 


Louis Page was the first to start the 
roll of deceased members but his two 
sons, Louis and George, are carrying 
on the practice of architecture. Charlie 
Page has his son, Charlie, Jr., with him. 
Samuel Gideon was the next to go. 
Bertan Giescke also passed on. Hugo 
Kuehne, whose son became an engi- 
neer, is a Fellow of the A. |. A. Walter 
Rolfe deserted the University of Texas, 
and the Chapter for practice in Hous- 
ton. Professor Goldsmith resigned from 
the University School of Architecture 
this year. The Central Texas Chapter, 
with some fifty members and many as- 
sociates and juniors, was largely built 
up by the graduates of the university. 


Increasing Chapter activity in recent 
years has included the TSA state con- 
vention, held in Austin in 1953, a num- 
ber of Chapter projects in the public 
interest, and some very extensive Texas 
Architects’ Week programs. Member- 
ship has increased steadily. 


In 1955, the Chapter was signally 
honored by the selection of Hugo F. 
Kuehne as Austin's “Мап of the Year." 


Charles Granger is president of the 
Central Texas Chapter this year and 
James Pollard, vice president. Carlton 
Brush is treasurer and Claude Pendley 
is secretary. Winfred Gustafson is TSA 
director. 


Key committee chairmen include: 
Louis Page, architectural practice; 
George Page, chapter affairs; Harwell 
Harris, education; Whit Phillips, hos- 
pitals and public health; Claude Pend- 
ley, public relations; and Temple May- 
hall, school buildings. 


The Chapter has had a most active 
year, with a comprehensive Texas Arch- 
itect's Week program climaxed by a 
banquet honoring Mr. Kuehne, and a 
number of projects. 


SEPTEMBER, 1955 


Award of Honor Winner 

The design for the Crain Junior High School, in Victoria, won the Chapter 
award of honor for the Austin architectural firm of Fehr & Granger, TSA-AIA, in 
a competition sponsored by the Central Texas Chapter, TSA. Judges for the 
competition were Harwell Harris, AIA-TSA, of Austin, chairman; Harold Calhoun, 
AIA-TSA, Houston; and Thomas Broad, FAIA-TSA, of Dallas, all TSA-AIA. 
The Crain Junior High School is described by the architects as "ап organized 
center for the educational, social and recreational development of the citizens 
of the community. The various units of this school plant are related on the large 
school site to permit and encourage maximum use by both children and adults.” 


McGinty and Collier 
Named to State Board of 
Architectural Examiners 


Milton B. McGinty, TSA-FAIA of 
Houston, and William M. Collier, TSA- 
AIA of Abilene, have been named to 
the State Board of Architectural Exam- 
iners by Governor Allan Shivers. The 
appointments were announced recently 
in Austin. 

Mr. McGinty replaces Fred J. Mac- 
Kie of Houston, vice-chairman of the 
Board, and Mr. Collier replaces Wil- 
liam C. Baxter of Weslaco, both of 
whom have completed terms on the 
Board. 

Cther Members Listed 
Other Board members, all TSA-AIA, 


are George Dahl of Dallas, chairman; 
Louis Daeuble, Jr. of El Paso, vice- 
chairman; Harold E. Jessen of Austin, 
secretary-treasurer; and С. С. Sim- 
mons, of San Antonio. 

Appointments to the Board, which 
supervises examinations for architectur- 
al registration in Texas and many other 
important functions dealing with the 
maintenance of professional standards 
in the practice of Architecture, are now 
for a six-year period. It is customary 
to make two appointments to the Board 
every other year, so that at any given 
time there are two members each with 
six, four and two years respectively to 
serve. 


Texas Quarries, Inc. 
To Sponsor Golf Tourney 
At TSA Convention 


Dave Johnson, president of Texas 
Quarries, Inc., has announced that his 
company will again sponsor a golf 
tournament preceding the Houston TSA 
convention on November 2-4. Tourna- 
ment prizes will be limited to architects 
and their wives. 

The tournament will be held at the 
Pine Forest Country Club at 9:30 a.m., 
Tuesday, November 1. A breakfast at 
8:00 a.m. will precede the competition. 
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WHY STUDY ARCHITECTURE? . . 


Builder and Financier are influencing 
the lives of the people who occupy 
their buildings. They shape the lives 
of whole communities through the arch- 
itecture which they are producing. The 
area may become a slum or a healthy 
community. A study of Architecture 
through City Planning will point out 
the mistakes of the past and prove a 
wise investment to the financier. A 
study of Architecture will show the 
builder that Heavy Timber Construction 
produces a character quite different 
from Platform Frame Construction. A 
study of Architecture will show the De- 
veloper that the Cape Cod Cottage is 
not the type of home to build in the 
south with its humid climate and torren- 
tial rains. 

The Traditionalist is apt to get in a 
rut. The things that people buy are not 
always the things that they want; as a 
matter of expediency they have to take 
what they can get. A study of Archi- 
tecture will show that through the ages 
Architecture is changing. 

The Modern is revolting against Tra- 


AIA Stand in Air Academy Controversy 


“. . . The plain inference is that the 
committee wants Congress to have final 
say-so on what the design should be. 
No greater calamity could befall the 
Air Force than to have its long-needed 
academy involved in a congressional 
long-haired squabble over what is 
“art, over the merits of functional ver- 
sus classical design, over the nuances 
of aesthetics. . . This is the kind of thing 
that can best be handled by competent 
designers working quietly for the exec- 
utive branch (the Air Force) which is 
going to operate the academy after it 
is built. . . . Architecture, like jet plane 
design, should be left to specialists. 
Congress has no business trying to get 
into this act. . . . This battle over de- 
sign, we suspect, may be no more than 
a cover-up for those who are still hope- 
ful of getting the Air Academy away 
from Colorado. . . . Congress is going 
to look rather silly if, after deciding 
an academy is needed and after mak- 
ing proper provisions for the selection 
of the site and the selection of the 
architects, it delays the project for a 
year on the basis of: What is art?’’— 
The Denver Post. 

“The House Appropriations Commit- 
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(Continued from Page 9) 


dition. ‘Іп order to be sensational, it 
must be different," is the theme of 
some modernists. True Modern is often 
misinterpreted as flaunting tradition. 
This is not so. A study of Architecture 
will demonstrate that Modern is based 
on tradition and is a step toward utiliz- 
ing all the past to plan better for the 
future. 
The Study of Architecture 

For members of the building indus- 
try who wish to study Architecture, most 
colleges and universities offer courses 
of instruction which include enough 
courses in Architecture and Engineer- 
ing to prepare them for the building 
industry. These courses do not lead to 
professional degrees. They do, how- 
ever, lead to degrees in other colleges 
or a university, such as the College of 
Business Administration or Arts and 
Science. 

The person who wishes to become 
an Architect must have a thorough 
background in all matters that concern 


human relations. This includes the hu- 
manities, language, history, social sci- 
ences, mathematics, applied science; 


(Continued from page 5) 


tee is holding up the new Air Force 
Academy because certain of its mem- 
bers do not like the architectural 
plan. Evidently it is too modern“ for 
them. But how could such an institution 
ever be too modern? If any design 
should be modern, it is the design of 
the Air Force Academy. Our congress- 
men would doubtless prefer something 
nice and traditional, a Georgian or a 
Gothic academy, or maybe something 
in Greek revival style — ог а fine 
"blending" of all three. Perhaps they 
would like to see our Air Force cadets 
trained in antediluvian aircraft as well. 
Let's get a few World War | Spads ог 
Nieuports out of the Smithsonian... . 
Апа speaking of the Smithsonian, 
why wouldn't it be a good model for 
the Air Force Academy? Solid as a 
rock, grim, gray and forbidding, it is 
more military looking than most mili- 
tary establishments. . . . The congress- 
men want to build a monument to what 
has been, rather than a stimulus to 
what is to be. Let's get on with it, we 
say, and let the architects do their job. 
The plans look fine їо us. '—Boston 


Herald. 


in other words, a standard four-year 
course of instruction at an accredited 
college or university. Aside from formal 
education, a practical understanding is 
necessary. This is accomplished through 
years of experience as an apprentice 
in an Architect's office. A cultural back- 
ground coupled with formal education 
and experience must be added to the 
technical aspects of the study of Archi- 
tecture. These studies include the study 
of Asthetics, Design, Construction and 
Manual Skills. Asthetics is the study of 
background influences on Architecture, 
such as History, Music, Sculpture, and 
Art. Design is the study of the relation 
of parts and the correlation of elements 
into a whole. Construction is the study 
of materials, the mechanics of mate- 
rials, mechanical installations and 
building engineering. Manual skills is 
the study of drawing techniques. 
Architecture is the end result of 
building. The persons who bring it into 
existence, no matter who they may be, 
have a responsibility to their fellow 
men which is serious enough to require 
an understanding of what they are do- 
ing. This can only be accomplished 
through a study of Architecture. 


“. . Тһе architects chosen for the 
great work are of the firm of Skidmore, 
Owings and Merrill, which has done 
some of the most distinguished building 
in this country. . . . Its plans, as first re- 
vealed in a highly tentative way, were 
indeed іп the contemporary ідіот. . . . 
Is there anything inappropriate іп this? 
. .. The great cathedrals were modern; 
they were even modernistic" (if there 
existed such a misbegotten word) when 
they were built; and those whose con- 
struction bridged successive genera- 
tions carried on their face the chang- 
ing ideas of men. In England today the 
great cathedral at Coventry, destroyed 
by bombs in World War Il, is being re- 
created in a style and in materials 
wholly of the present. If this is true of 
structures which embody so much of 
ancient wisdom and tradition, how 
much more should it be so of one, like 
the Air Academy. . . . The best contem- 
porary architects, confronted with the 
most challenging of tasks, will alone in- 
sure that this age will create architec- 
ture worthy of the past. Some faith and 
boldness are needed. The spirit shown 
by the House Committee must result, at 
the very best, in a negative medio- 
crity."'—New York Herald-Tribune, July 
14. 
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Convention Theme Draws Early Attention 
To TSA Sessions In Houston November 2-4 


“An Approach to Good Design," 
theme of the 16th Annual Convention 
of the Texas Society of Architects to be 
held November 2, 3, 4 at the Shamrock 
Hilton Hotel 
evoked more interest than any conven- 
tion in T. S. A. history. 

The convention, with Baldwin N. 
Young, TSA-AIA, of Houston as state 
has been 
scope to make it the largest regional 
convention in the American Institute of 
Architects’ organization. Since design 
is a primary function of the architect, 
all phases of design are of importance 
to him. Therefore a distinguished panel 
of internationally known figures has 
been invited to present discussions on 
many applications of design relating 
to architecture. 

Top personalities from the fields of 
landscape architecture, city planning, 


in Houston has already 


chairman, broadened їп 


industrial design, interior decoration, 
furniture design, and the fine arts will 
join with a panel of America's top 
architects in explaining facets of the 
field of design. 


Key Personalities Listed 


Among the key personalities who 
are scheduled to attend are Florence 
Knoll, of Knoll Associates, New York, 
interior decorator, colorist, and fabric 
designer. George Nelson, A. |. A. of 
New York City whose furniture designs 
are fabricated and merchandised by 
Herman Miller, will also appear. 


Harold F. Wise of Harold F. Wise 
Associates, Los Angeles, city planning 
consultant, is currently engaged by the 
City of Austin to prepare a master plan 
and is a featured member of the all- 
star cast of panel members at the Hous- 
ton TSA convention. 


Seymour Fogel, of Austin, well- 
known Texas artist and muralist, is 
another convention personality widely 
appreciated as a pungent and witty 
speaker who has crusaded for greater 
used of the artist's talents in buildings. 
Garrett Eckbo, perhaps America's best 
known landscape architect is another 
speaker whose contributions to the con- 


vention seminars should be notable. 


Longer Seminar Sessions 


The very scope of the theme “Ап Ap- 
proach to Good Design" has necessi 
tated increasing the duration of the 
seminar sessions by a full day. This has 
called for planning of more social af- 
fairs than ever before. 


Baldwin Young and Hamilton Brown, 
local chairman, have planned the larg- 
est trade show ever held at a T. S.A. 
convention. The rapidity of technologi- 
cal developments in the construction in- 
dustry has served to make exhibits of 
new products and services one of the 
prime educational factors at any archi- 
tectural convention. The Hall of Exhib- 
its at the Shamrock Hilton is a particu- 
larly advantageous location for a dis- 
tinctive trade show. 

Another factor which will add great- 
ly to interest of the November conven- 
tion will be the interest of allied pro- 
fessional groups in the subject matter 
of the seminars. Invitations will be sent 
to members of the landscape architects 
and the American Institute of Decora- 
tors asking them to participate with the 
Т. S.A. It is also hoped that large num- 
bers of students will also be able to 
attend. 


ASPHALT PAVING is a FLEXIBLE paving 
... does not break like RIGID paving 


Asphalt, the flexible paving, is 
always in contact with the foun- 


dation 


Rigid pavement becomes a beam 


when subgrade settles. Heavy 
loads break this beam. Con- 
tinued application can cause 


pumping or additional breaking 
at some point several feet away. 
Always specify ASPHALT PAVING 

. the flexible paving that costs 


less and lasts longer. 


Standard size for Texas Bitulithic 


4” paving 
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SPECIFY 


BUILDING PLUMBING 
DRAINAGE PRODUCTS 


FOR THE FINEST IN QUALITY AND ENGINEERING DESIGN 


Z-1326 SUPREMO PERFECT SEAL CLEANOUT 


-Floor Level Type—Provides gas and water tight con- 


nection, cover always easy to remove. Adjustable to 
у y | 


compensates for variations in floor surface. Write for 
New Manual 54-4, 


Z-1396 ZURN WALL НҮОВАМТ— Моп - Freezing 
Type—For concealed flush installation in any type of 
wall construction. Working parts easily removable. Avail 
able in 3⁄4” and 1” pipe size. Write for New Manual 
54-5 


ZURN products include everything for Drainage Systems from Roof to Basement 


ZURN CONTINENTAL SERVICES, IN¢ 
EXCLUSIVE SALES AGENT 
! A. ZURN MFG. CO 


ERIE, PA 


REPRESENTED BY 


STERLING & NEWBY) 

ALBERT А, STERLING, JR. 1. Р. IKE“ NEWBY 

BOX 6025 — HOUSTON 6 4431 MAPLE AVE.— DALLAS í 
JU-0604 JU-2295 


(ж CLAY TILE for beauty that (мй 
ARCHITECTS specify genuine clay tile for commercial and 


residential floors and walls where ruggedness 
or beauty is important. 


CONTRACTORS prefer dry-press clay tile because 
its precision assures exact setting—quicker, 
easier installation. 


CLIENTS approve of beautiful clay tile walls and floors because 
—whatever the installation—they are proven 
time and money savers. 


Only dry-press clay tile meets so many requirements of architect, 
contractor, and client. Clay tile lasts, no matter how heavy the wear. Its 
natural beauty blends in with every type of design. 

Moreover, you cut time and cost in installation when you use dry-press 
clay tile. The exact setting made possible by this precision-formed tile 
speeds up every job—saves you as much as 10% to 15% on each installation. 

Clients like the way clay tiling keeps right on saving money. Acid- 
resistant, fireproof, rot-proof and vermin-proof, it survives the roughest 


use, yet requires no maintenance. 


Texeramics Flint Quarry Tiles, manufactured by the 
dry-press method, вигр government specifications. 
Available in standard sizes (3%"x8" x12" and 
6” x6" x 25”) with a complete line of trim. Three 
natural colors: Red Chief (red), Desert Sand (buff) 
and Fire Flash. Write for samples and information. 


EXERAMICS INC. 


Р. О. BOX 274 PHONE 1828 
MINERAL WELLS, TEXAS 


Texas Industries, Inc. 
Announces Changes 


In Three Key Positions 

Texas Industries, Inc., has announced 
the following personnel changes for 
Texcrete Company of Houston and 
Texas Lightweight Aggregate Com- 
pany 

Ed C. Jancik has been named gen- 
eral manager; B. J. (Bill) Alexander, 
general sales manager; and Walter D 
Rosenberg, Jr., production manager. 

Texas Industries is the nation's larg- 
est producer of Haydite expanded clay 
and shale lightweight aggregates and 
a leading producer of concrete ma- 
sonry units. The company's Gulf Coast 
Haydite plants are at Stafford and 
Rosenberg. 

Jancik was formerly sales manager 
for Texas Lightweight Aggregate Com- 
pany. A registered professional engi- 
neer, he has been in the construction 
materials business and a resident of 
Houston for 18 years. 

Alexander was formerly sales mana- 
ger of Texcrete Company, Dallas. Ros- 
enberg has been with other Texas In- 
dustries operations in Dallas and Cor- 
pus Christi 


Lathing and Plastering 
Contractors to Launch 
New Specifications Study 
The Texas Lathing and Plastering 
Contractors Association is considering 
the preparation of a standard set of 
specifications for the lathing and plas- 
tering industry in Texas, according to 
Charles $. Strawn, state representative 
of the association 
James J. Pollard, AIA, professor of 
architectural engineering at the Univer- 
sity of Texas has been retained to study 
available published material and to 
furnish the association with a recom- 
mendation for the accomplishment of 
this project. Work on Professor Pol- 
lard's report was begun in August, and 
will be completed in time for considera- 
tion by the board of directors of the 
association at its September meeting. 
If the findings of this report indicate 
that such a project is feasible the archi- 
tects of Texas, who will be the princi- 
pal users of the specifications, will un- 
doubtedly be called upon to furnish 
material and suggestions during the 
preparation of the specifications and 
to review and criticize the final prod- 
uct, according to Professor Pollard. 
Professor Pollard is vice-president of 
the Central Texas Chapter, AIA. 
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Food Facilities Consultants 
Organize Professional Group 
To Promote Research, Design 


The Food Facilities Engineering So- 
ciety has been founded by fourteen of 
America's most outstanding profession- 
al food facilities consultants. 


The primary purpose of the Society 
is to promote research and improve de- 
sign of public food facilities, and to 
foster and further food facilities engi- 
neering and designing as a recognized 
profession. In this program the Society 
will co-operate and work closely with 
those colleges and universities consid- 
ering courses in food facilities engi- 
neering, as well as architectural, engi- 
nering, and design groups; and others 
related to the food service and equip- 
ment industry. 

Officers of the Society include Ralph 
J. Mulhauser, Houston, member of the 
executive board. 

Other include 
Alvin W. Anderson, San Antonio; and 
W. В. “Pick Holmes, Houston. 

Membership is open to professional 
food facilities consultants can 
qualify on the basis of background and 
experience. 


founding members 


who 


Headquarters of the Society are at 
8032 West Third Street, Los Angeles 
48, California. 


At Home With Architecture .. . 
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health, education and welfare, Office 
of Education, Washington, D. C.; 
George Denemark, N.E.A.; Charles 
Hettinger, supervisor of television edu- 
cation, Pittsburgh Board of Education; 
the Public Relations Committee, Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects: John Well- 
born Root, Chairman; William Stephen 
Allen, Jr.; Karl Р. Kamrath, TSA-AIA of 
Houston; Harold Sleeper; Harold Spitz- 
nagel; С. Thomas Harmon, Ill.; Leon 
Chatelain, Jr.; also former committee 
members, Herbert Millkey, Frank Mc- 
Nett, Francis J. McCarthy. Committee 
on Education, A.I.A.: Lawrence B. An- 
derson, School of Architecture and 
Planning, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; Lawrence $. Whiten, Birm- 
ingham, Alabama; Sidney W. Little, 
School of Architecture and Arts, Uni- 
versity of Oregon; Edmund R. Purves, 
Executive Director, А.!.А., Walter A. 
Taylor, Director of Education and Re- 
search, A.I.A., and Maurice J. Sullivan, 
TSA-AIA of Houston. 
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COMPARE 


with any other 


WINDOW 


Wholesale only 


TEMPLE . FORT WORTH . SAN ANTONIO 


Sparkling White Marble 
and 20 Other Colors 


for Roofing & Terrazzo 
4 Shades of Green Now So Popular 


We have an inventory of 100,000 bags; can fill orders for 


one or more colors immediately 


DEZENDORF MARBLE COMPANY 


2800 E. 17th ST. PHONE 2-3440 AUSTIN, TEXAS 


Plan for Lasting Beauty 
and Safety on Steps, Landings 


HEAVY DUTY MOLDED RUBBER TREADS 
IN MARBLEIZED COLORS . . 


ACADEMY Chevron stair treads $ 
are colorful, permanent and SAFE 
because they are molded of durable 
rubber compound—*j,” thick. Mar- 
bleized color patterns in brown and 


4 
4 
) 
$ 
5 
\ 
4 
$ 
4 
\ 
| 
. 3/16” Thick 

{ ochre, mahogany with white, green with 
) 

$ 

) 

} 

$ 

$ 

) 

\ 

\ 

$ 

$ 


ч 5 Square or Curved Nose 
black and white, terra-cotta with black and ч 


white, gray with black and white give variety to meet any decorative scheme. 
Install for lasting service on any type step — wood, concrete, tile, metal — with 
our new type bonding cement. Landings can be covered in rubber tile to match 
color patterns of treads. Treads can be supplied up to 48” widths and 11” depth. 


Write for literature. Distributors conveniently located to serve you. 


ACADEMY RUBBER COMPANY 


\ 3031 Twelfth Street Northwest, Canton 8, Ohio | 
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FURNITURE 
INFORMATION 


еї ow 


INTERIOR 
LAYOUTS 


GRAPHIC 
PRESENTATION 


CLIENT 


SHOWROOM Ж 


DESIGN 
DEPARTMENT 


FINGER CONTRACT 
3131 Calhoun, Кошот: АТ 344 


PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 


H. G. ANDERSON & 
ASSOCIATES 
“QUANTITY SURVEYS" 
PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES 
803 THOMAS BLDG P.O. BOX 9814 
RANDOLPH 3711 DALLAS, TEXAS 


SOUTHERN INSPECTION SERVICE 
ENGINEERS INSPECTION & TESTS 


Р. O. Box Г 
8633 


3206 Houston 
Ave. 
P D. Barnord 


Mgr — 
Houston, Texas 


VA-6621 


New Products 


Copies of the new four-page folder 

Eight Plywood Products for Architects 
& Builders” are available without cost 
through Associated Plywood Mills, Inc., 
Eugene, Ore. The booklet illustrates 
and describes standard fir plywood 
interior and exterior construction ply- 
wood, six decorative plywoods includ- 
ing Sea Swirl, and veneer-faced ply- 
wood in birch, Philippine Mahogany, 
and knotty pine 


"Modern Magic”, а 12-page, four 
color booklet on decorative plywoods, 
has also just been released by Asso- 
ciated Plywood Mills, Inc 


The Parker Pen Company has un- 
veiled laboratory models of its new 
liquid graphite pencil, which writes an 
erasable "lead" line but will never 
wear or break its point, the manufac- 
turer claims. The use of liquid graphite 
in the new pencils eliminates the need 
for sharpening the point, which is act- 
ually liquified graphite in suspension. 


Parker officials, who estimate that 
the new pencil will be on the market 
before April 1, say that thy are dis- 
continuing the manufacture of mechani- 
cal lead pencils in favor of the new 
liquid graphite type. 


University of Wisconsin scientists 
aided in the development of the new 
pencil, which is being awaited with 
interest by architects and draftsmen 


‘HOME AIR CONDITIONING AND 
HEATING SYSTEMS" is the title of the 
new Chrysler Airtemp booklet which 
lists complete model and specification 
information on new products and on 
the company's entire line of residential 
air conditioning and heating equip- 
ment. Copies of the booklet can be ob 
tained by addressing requests to Chrys 
ler Airtemp, Merchandising Depart- 
1600 Webster Street 


ment, Dayton 


Ohio. 


Arcadia Metal Products of Arcadia 
Calif., under the ‘‘Multi-Width"’ pro- 
gram, are now making it possible to 
install a wall of sliding glass doors in 
almost any width desired from a choice 
of nine basic units. The doors are of 
a uniform height, 6’, 10” 
in size are almost limitless. 


Variations 


A new and imaginative application 
of graphite to architectural design is 
found in a 10-ton, six-foot-diameter 
granite globe which accents the main 
entrance of a new $1,800,000 high 
school in Clayton, Mo. The idea of the 
globe was conceived by Saint Louis 
architect William В. Ittner, who wanted 
a simple but decorative geometric 
shape for the school's main entrance. 
The globe and its base were fabricated 
by the Cold Spring Granite Company 
of Cold Spring, Minn. with stone set- 
ting by a Saint Louis contractor. 


blanket applied 
from the outside of a new house by a 


А new insulation 
time-saving method, the Kimsul "48" 
bySheathing Blanket, has been іпіго- 
duced by the Kimberly-Clark Corpora- 
tion, Neenah, Wis., following extensive 
research and development. The blan 
kets are pre-cut to size and packaged 
in compressed form 

Among the advantages claimed for 
the new insulation product are labor 
with duct 
work, electrical wiring or plumbing; 


saving; non-interference 


sealed insulation ‘cocoon around ex- 
terior walls; high thermal performance 
through reflective cover and a low den- 
sity, efficient fibrous insulation. 


The Republic Steel Corporation, in 
further details of the 
sheathing of the new Socony-Vacuum 
Manhattan, 
coming-of-age of the 
family of chromium-and-iron alloys of 


announcing 
skyscraper in downtown 
forecasts the 


iron known as stainless steels as ‘‘full- 


fledged building material.” More than 


Increased tensile strength, improved 
handleability, and lower density with 
equal or greater efficiency are claimed 
for all its insulating products by the 
Baldwin-Hill Company, Trenton, N. J., 
mineral wool 
fibers is now entirely changed over to 


whose production of 
the spinning process. The new process, 
which imparts no change in the chemi- 
cal composition of the material, utilizes 
the centrifugal force of spinning cylin- 
ders, rather than jets of steam, to form 
longer, finer mineral wool fibers with 
greatly reduced percentages of ‘‘shot"’ 
or unfiberized material. The mineral 
fibers are subsequently fabricated into 
Baldwin-Hill Mono-Block blankets, felts 
and batts in automatic process lines. 


TEXAS ARCHITECT 


We will be glad to 
send you samples, 
detailed informa- 
tion and beautiful 
color showings of 
Cardova Shell 
Limestone of your 
request. 


CORDOVA 
SHELL LIMESTONE 


Gives Distinctive Originality 
to Interior Design 


á 


Distinctly different . . decidedly beautiful are the interior designs 
possible with Cordova Shell Limestone. Its warm natural beauty, its 
dignity and force, commands attention and becomes the focal point in 


the entire decorative effect. 


Cordova Shell merits more attention than the ordinary stone because 
it has extraordinary characteristics. Its creamy color is unusually 
pleasing, ranging from buff to golden tints... blends with simplicity 
and perfect harmony with other materials. And this gifted stone is 
sculptured by nature with an ever-changing pattern of shell and shell 


fragments. Color deepens in the imprints to a golden intensity. 


Cordova Shell Limestone, whether used for interior or exterior design 
...for commercial, institutional or residential buildings, is always 
distinctive and original. It offers the architect unmatched freedom and 


creative challenge. 


TEXAS QUARRIES, INC. 


P. O. Box 91 е Austin, Texas 


Hotel Pierre Grill Room, 


New York City 


i 


гл floors.. 


a sound investment for money- wise businesses 


People who deal in 
money have a repu- 
tation for spending 
wisely. That’s why 
Vina-Lux is a favorite with banks, savings and loan 


associations, and similar financial institutions. 


Why? Because Vina-Lux, over the years, means 
lower floor cost per square foot per year. Its tough 
vinyl-asbestos composition means long life, fewer 
repairs and replacements. Its tight, super-smooth 
surface means substantial savings in maintenance 


materials and labor. 


Customers react favorably to this modern plastic 


Peysendey (PSE WO4 
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flooring. They appreciate its slip-safe resilience — 


its refreshingly new beauty. М 


No wonder it is America’s most popular vinyl- 
asbestos tile! Get the full story on Vina-Lux. A 
Vina-Lux brochure complete with color chart and 


factual data is yours for the asking. 


IUA 


VINYL TILE 


ГА 
REINFORCED $ 
AZROCK PRODUCTS DIVISION • UVALDE ROCK ASPHALT СО. 


FROST BANK BUILDING è SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
MAKERS OF VINA-LUX e AZROCK e DURACO e AZPHLEX 
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